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Titus 2:1-2 2 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The New King James Version. 1982 (Tt 2:1–2). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.] 


Part Two:  Solid Men
I. Titus 2:2 2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 
II. Our culture desperately needs solid men of God.
III. Sober νηφαλέος nēphalious
A. Literally to be sober and not allow wine or any alcohol in their lives.   
1.   Please watch last week’s video.
2.   We need men of the Holy Spirit, not under alcohols spirits.
B.   Free from life dominating influences.
IV.  Reverent- σεμνούς (semnous). 
A.  Deeply respects.
B. NAS- not double tongued… because when respect runs deep a person doesn’t run off at the mouth. 
C. James- having control of the tongue.
V. Temperate σώφρονας (sōphronas).
A. Background- sṓphrōn (from sōos, "sound, safe" and phrḗn, "inner outlook" which regulates outward behavior) phrḗn, is the root from which we get our word diaphragm which regulates our breathing –
B.   Behaviors are regulated by healthy inner outlook based on godly foundation.
C. Divinely balance but NOT “middle of the road.”
1.  A stable, self-controlled kind person of conviction. 
2.  Not a compromising people pleaser. 
D.   Not a negative person.
E. Safe to place confidence in…
1.  Safe because he keeps confidences.
2.  Safe because he will kindly tell you what you need to hear not just what you want to hear.
VI. Sound in faith- πίστει (pistei).
A.  Sound… again hygiene… good healthy uncorrupted.
B.  Faith- The root word means “persuaded.”  You have an unswerving, thoroughly convinced confidence in God. 
C.  The result of the firm persuasion is faithfulness.
D.   Calling all men to be faithful men of faith.
1.  Faithful to church.
2.  Faithful to daily devotions.
3.  Christian radio.
4.   Ravi Zacharias and others.
E.   Healthy spiritual leaders.
1.  Leading family in faithfulness to church.
2.   Leading in devotions. 
VII.  Sound in love ἀγάπη (agapē)
A.  Unconditional love that centers on moral preference.
B.   Literally… to prefer above everything and everyone.
C.   Loving God means to prefer Him above all else.
D.   When we love people we give preference to them.
1.  In honor preferring one another. Romans 12:10.
2.  Considering how what you do affects others.
3.   7 generations.
4.   When we love others with agape love we don’t love them above God, we love them according to God, preferring people and valuing them the way God values them.
VIII.  Sound in patience ὑπομονῇ (hypomonē)
A.   Remaining under.
B.   Being steadfast.
C.   You are in progress not perfection.
D.   Keep on keeping on…
E.   Families cheer godly progress.
F.  PATIENT WITH YOURSELF!!!!
1. We aim for progress not perfection.
2.  Don’t be hard on yourself as it backfires locking you into the past.

Closing….   how are your decisions and your lifestyle going to affect the next 7 generations?

Discussion Items and Questions for Home and Small Group
1. How are these things different from what you seen in today’s culture?
2. Why do you think these things so important?
3. Share which area of sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience is most important for you to work on.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Pray for each other.
